
Building Committee Meeting: Minutes 

July 16, 2020 6:00 pm at the courthouse 

 

Members present: 

Steve Whittaker  Beverly Atwood  John Oliver 

Ken Buckmaster  Cliff Sallee   Richard Johnson 

Dwight Jewell  David Nollner  Shane Burton 

Bubba Gregory  Richard Harsh  Mayor Chambers 

 

Not present: Amber Russell 

 

Chairman Harsh called the meeting to order. 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

-the mayor addressed the group concerning ADA (American Disabilities Act) needs 

for the courthouse. He has met with officials from the state and they determined that 

the ramp behind the courthouse is sufficiently wide for wheel chair use. The rear door 

will need a power button and motor that will let a handicapped person open the door 

by pushing the button. That will need to be done before the election office can be 

moved to the building.  

The mayor informed the committee that around the county, signs have been placed 

in county buildings that can be read by the blind. These and some other small 

improvements are being made to insure that all county buildings are handicapped 

accessible and user friendly. 

Some side walk improvements will be done as part of this effort. 

-the mayor then updated the committee on the streetscape project in front of the 

courthouse. Almost all parts of that project have been completed. One notable 

exception is the landscaping which will not be done until cooler weather, a better time 

for planting shrubs and trees, etc. 

The expected time for that is November. 

New Business: 

-Chairman Harsh brought up the subject of window replacements for the courthouse, 

to make the building more energy efficient and as an improvement over the old 

original windows that require more maintenance…including the need to have them 

painted and re-glazed now. 

This is a project that has been discussed in the past with no action taken. We have 

only received one bid from a window replacement company. There was discussion and 

it was decided to continue with the effort. The bid from Marvin Windows was a little 

under $132,000.00. 

Motion by Shane Burton to Approve the purchase and installation of new windows 

for the Trousdale County Courthouse. Second by Richard Johnson. Passed 

unanimously.  

It was understood that we will have the current bid updated and see if we can get 

more bids and that it will be the task of the budget committee to see if they can finance 

this improvement. 



-the mayor updated the committee on properties that need to be sold for back taxes 

and the status of several that the county had to take back because they did not sell 

at our last sale. 

One of these was the Scruggs property across the street from the Post Office. It has 

been badly damaged by fire and the group was asked to decide whether to try selling 

it as is or to clear away the damaged building to make the lot more presentable and 

salable.  After discussion it was decided that the county needs to set an example for 

the community and clean up any properties that it has. Mr. Sallee told the committee 

that he felt his workers could do the cleanup, rather than hire someone to clean up 

the lot.  

Motion by Bubba Gregory to have the county clean up the Scruggs property and then 

try to sell it at a public tax sale. Second by Richard Johnson. Passed unanimously.  

-the mayor updated the committee on the property once owned by Jerry Thigpen. He 

has not left the premises. But, the court will hear his appeal on August 20th. 

-Another item the mayor discussed with the group was the title to the old Board of 

Education offices on Broadway. The county maintains the building and pays the 

utilities and lets the County Extension Office use the building, as well as the Election 

Office. But, it is still in the possession of the School Board. It was supposed to have 

been deeded to the county when we gave them some county property for their school 

bus garage a few years ago.  

Motion by Ken Buckmaster to have Mayor Chambers have the deed changed to reflect 

the county’s ownership. Second by Dwight Jewell. Passed. 

-Mr Jewell said that he thought that a few roof shingles on the courthouse may have 

been damaged in the recent wind that came through town. The county will check to 

see if that is the case. 

-Mr. Jewell also noted that there were a few places where sidewalks adjacent to the 

new street scape sidewalks were in very poor condition. The mayor informed the 

group that he was aware of this and was working to get them repaired as well as 

getting a new sidewalk from the old downtown, up Broadway. 

-There was some discussion on properties in town that have the sidewalks in front of 

their buildings blocked or cluttered. No action taken. 

-Mr. Oliver asked Cliff Sallee if work was going to be finished in front of the Public 

Library to make an outdoor seating area. He said that he was working on that. Oliver 

asked him to check the entrance in the back of the library which has drainage issues. 

-The parking lot in front of the community center needs to be repainted. Mr. Sallee 

will put that on his to do list. 

 

Adjourned 

 


